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FEDERATION 


OF 


Organized Trades and Labor Unions 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES AND CANADA. 


Declaration of Principles. 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in the 
nations of the civilized world between the op- 
pressors and the oppressed of all countries, a 
struggle between the capitalist and the laborer, 
which grows in intensity from year to year, 
and will work disastrous results to the toil- 
ing millions of all nations if not combined 
for mutual protection and benefit; and 

WHEREAS, The history of the wage-work- 
ers, of all countries is but the history of con- 
stant struggle and misery engendered by ignor- 
— and disunion; and 

HEREAS, The history of the non-pro- 
Pa... of all ages proves that a minority, 
thoroughly organized, may work wonders for 
good or evil; 

It therefore behooves the representatives of 
the workers of North America, in Congres 
assembled, to adopt such measures and dis 
seminate such principles among the people of 
our country and will unite them, for all time 
to come, to secure the recognition of the rights 
to which they are justly entitled. Conforming 
to the old adage,, ‘ ‘In union there is strength,’ 
the formation of a federation embracing every 
trade and labor organization in North Ameri 
a union founded upon a basis as broad a 
the land we live in, is our greatest hope, for 
the past history of trades unions proves that 
small organizations, well conducted, have ac- 
complished great good, yet that their efforts 
have not been of that lasting character which 
a thorough unification of all the different 
branches of industrial workers is bound to 
secure. 

Conforming to the spirit of the times and to 
the necessities of the industrial classes, we 
make the following: 









PLATFORM. 


1. The national eight-hour law is one in- 
tended to benefit labor and to relieve it partly 
of its heavy burdens, and the evasion of. its 
true spirit and intent is contrary to the best 
interests of the nation. We therefore demand 
the enforcement of said law in the spirit of 


its designers and urge the enactment of eight- 
hour laws by State Legislatures and municipal 
corporations. 

2. We demand the passage of laws in State 
Legislatures and in Cengress for the incor 
poration of trades and labor unions, in order 
that the property of the laboring classes may 
have the same protection as the property of 
other classes. 

3. We demand the passage of such legisla- 
tive enactments as will enforce, by compulsion, 
the education of children up to their four- 
teenth year, and the prohibition of their em- 
ployment in factories, workshops, mills, or 
mines until they have reached that age, for 
if the State has the right to exact certain 
compliance with its demands, then it is also the 
duty of the State to educate its people to the 
proper understanding of such demands. 

4. We demand the passage of laws in the 
several States forbidding the employment of 
children under the age of fourteen years, in 
any capacity, under penalty of fine and im- 
prisonment. 

5. We demand the enactment of uniform ap- 
prentice laws throughout the country: that 
the apprentice to a mechanical trade may be 
made to serve a sufficient term of apprentice- 
ship, and be provided by his employer, in_ his 
progress to maturity, with proper and sufficient 
facilities to finish him as a competent work- 





6. It is hereby declared the sense of this 
Congress that convict contract labor is a species 
of slavery in its worst form; it pauperizes 
labor, demoralizes the honest manufacturer, and 
degrades the very criminal whom it employs; 
and, as many articles of use and consumption 
made in our prisons under the contract sys- 
tem come directly and detrimentally in com- 
petition with the products of honest labor, we 
demand that the laws providing for labor un 
der the contract system herein complained of 
be repealed. 

7. What is known as the “‘order’’ or ‘“‘truck’”’ 
system of payment, instead of lawful currency 
as value for labor performed, is one not only 
of gross imposition, but of downright swindle 
to the honest laborer and mechanic, yor we de- 
mand its entire abolition. Active measures 
should be taken to eradicate the evil by the 
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passage of laws imposing fine and imprison- 
ment upon all individuals, firms, or corpora- 
tions who continue to pratice the same. 

8. We demand the passage of such laws as 
will secure to the mechanic and workingman 
the first lien upon property, the product of his 
labor, sufficient in all cases to justify his legal 
and just claims. 

9. We demand the repeal and erasure from 
the statute books of all acts known as con- 
spiracy laws, as applied to organizations of 
labor in the regulation of wages and hours of 
labor. 

10. We recognize the wholesome effects of 
Bureaus of Labor Statistics as created by the 
National Government and in several States, 
and urge the creation of such bureaus in those 
States where they do not yet exist, and rec- 
ommend for their management the appointment 
of proper persons, identified with the laboring 
rie, of the country. 

We demand the rigid enforcement of the 
hog prohibiting the importation of all foreign 
laborers under contract, and demand that the 
law be so amended as to provide for the ap- 
ointment of agents at all ports of entry of the 
Jnited States to exercise a general supervision 
and the enforcement of said law. 

12. We declare that the system of letting 
out national, State, and municipal work by con- 
tract tends to intensify the competition be- 
tween workmen, and we demand the speedy 
abolishment of the same. 

13. We demand the passage by our various 
legislative bodies of an  employer’s liability 
act, which shall give employees the same right 
to ‘damages for personal injuries that all other 
persons have. 

14. We recommend all trades and labor or- 
ganizations to secure proper representation in 
all law-making bodies, by means of the ballot, 
and to use all honorable measures by which 
this result can be accomplished. 

15. That we urge upon the Legislatures of 
our several States the passage of laws of license 
upon stationary engineers, and the _enforce- 
ment of proper restrictions, which will better 
preserve and render protection to life and 
property. 

16. That we demand from the several States 
strict laws for the inspection and ventilation 
of mines, factories, and workships, the con- 
struction of proper fire-escapes, and the sani- 
tary supervision of all food and dwellings. 

17. We demand of our Representatives in 
the National Legislature that they declare such 
land grants as are not earned by railroad or 
other corporations forfeited, and to restore the 
same to the public domain. 


ORGANIZATION AND CONSTITUTION. 
ArTICLE I.—NAME. 


This association shall be known as “The 
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor 
Unions of the United States of America and 
Canada,” and shall consist of such trades and 
labor unions as shall, after being duly admitted, 
conform to its rules and regulations, and pay 
all contributions required to carry out the ob- 
jects of this Federation. 


ArticLe II.—Osyjects. 


The objects of this Federation shall be— 


Section 1. The encouragement and formation 
of trades and labor unions. 
Sec. 2. The encouragement and formation of 


trades and labor assemblies or councils. 
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Sec. 3. The encouragement and formation of 
State and Provincial federations of trades and 
labor unions. 

Sec. 4. The encouragement and formation of 
national and international trades unions and 
secure their autonomy. 

Sec. .5. To secure legislation favorable to the 
interests of the industrial classes. 


Article III.—Sesstons. 


The sessions of the Federation shall be held 
annually, on the second Tuesday in December, 
at such place as the delegates have selected 
at the preceding Congress. 


ArTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION. 


Section 1. The Federation shall be composed 
of national or international unions, State, dis- 
trict, or local federations of labor, and of local 
unions not represented through delegates from 
national unions, State or local federations of 
labor. 

Sec. The basis of representation in the 
Canaeens of this Federation shall be: From 
national or international unions, for less 
than 4,000 members, one delegate; for 4,000 or 
more, two delegates; for 8,000 or more, 
three delegates; for 16,000 or more, four dele- 
gates; for 32,000 or more, five delegates, and so 
on. From State, Territorial or Provincial fed- 
erations of trades unions, two delegates. From 
local trades assemblies of councils, district as- 
semblies of the Knights of ‘.abor, or local 
trades unions, one delegate. But no local 
trades union shall be entitled to representation 
which has not been organized six months prior 
to the session of this body. 

Sec. 3. No organization which has seceded 
from any State, national or international or- 
ganization shall be allowed a representation or 
recognition from this Federation. 


ARTICLE V.—OFFICERS. 


Section 1. At the opening of the Congress 
the Chairman of the Legislative Committee shall 
take the chair until the Congress has elected 
its own President, which shall be its first bus- 
iness. ‘She Congress shall then elect a Vice- 
President, two Secretaries, two Auditors, a 
enn, and Messenger. 

Sec. 2. After the election of officers of the 
session of the Federation the following com- 
mittees, consisting of five members each, shall 
be appointed by the President: 

1. Committee on Standing Orders and Laws. 

2. Committee on Resolutions. 

3. Committee on Finances and Expenditures. 

4. Committee on the report of the Legisla- 
tive Committee. 

Sec. 3. On the last day of each annual ses- 
sion of the Federation the delegates shall elect 
a Legislative Committee of nine, consisting of 
President; First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, 
and Sixth Vice- President, Secretary and Treas- 
urer. 

Sec. 4 In the election of officers the elec- 
tion of Secretary shall take precedence. 

Sec. 5. Should a vacancy in any of the mem- 
bers of the Legislative Committee occur be- 
tween the annual meetings of the Congress, the 
Legislative Committee shall have the power to 
fill said vacancy. When such vacancy occurs in 
the office of President the Vice-Presidents shall 
succeed in the order named. 

Sec. 6. No candidate shall be elected on the 
Legislative Committee unless he is a delegate 
from his own trade society, or represents a 
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trades council; and the body so represented 
must have contributed its capitation tax during 
the year previous to his nomination. 

Sec. 7. The chairman and secretary of the 
Legislative Committee shall be members of the 
succeeding Congress from which they have 
been credited, but without vote. 


Article VI. 


Section 1. The duties of the Legislative 
Committee shall be to watch legislative meas- 
ures directly affecting the question of labor, to 
initiate, whenever necessary, such legislative 
action as the Congress may direct, or as the 
exigencies of the time and ‘circumstances may 
demand. The Legislative Committee shall have 
power to anpoint an auxiliary committee when 
necessity shall arise for the same. 

Sec. 2. The duties of the Committee on 
Standing Orders and Laws shall be to exercise 
a supervision over the revision of all laws, plat- 
forms, rules, and standing orders, and be 
authorized to report such recommendations, and 
— . as they deem necessary. 

Sec. 3. The Committee on Resolutions shall 
consider all resolutions referred to them by 
the Federation, and report the same with such 
amendments or recommendations as they deem 
advisable. 

Sec. 4. The Committee on Finance*and Ex- 
penditures shall have full supervision over the 
financial affairs of the Federation, and make 
such recommendations as to them seem neces 
bod to meet the financial requirements of this 
body for the ensuing year. 

Sec. 5. The Committee on the Report of the 
Legislative Committee shall consider the report 
of that committee, and make such recommenda- 
tions resarding the same as they may deem ex- 
pedient. 


ArticLteE VII.—REvENUE. 


Section 1. The revenue of this Federation 
shall be derived from each national or inter- 
national trade or labor union and each trades 
assembly or council or_ district assembly of 
the Knights of Labor affiliated with this Fed- 
eration, and shall be assessed upon the follow- 
ing basis: For 1,000 members or less, $10 per 
annum; 1,000 to 4,000, $20 per annum; for a 
number exceeding 4,000, one cent. per mem- 
ber per annum. Local or State trades assem- 
blies or assemblies of Knights of Labor whose 
membership exceeds 1,000 shall be required 
to pay one cent per memper, but in no case 
shall said tax exceed $25. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shali not be entitled to a 
seat in this hey = jaan unless the per capita 
tax is paid in full 

Sec. 3. W henever the Legislative Committee 
of this Federation are in need of funds neces- 
sary for the transaction of their business, they 
shall be empowered to levy an assessment upon 
the various organizations represented, such 
assessment not to exceed five cents per mem- 
ber and to be levied not more than twice in 
any one year. Every such assessment shall re- 
quire a majority vote of the unions repre- 
sented before being legal. All organizations 
shall return their vote upon an _ assessment 
within three months after notification, and if 
ratified by that time said assessment shall be 
paid to the Secretary of the Legislative Com- 
mittee within sixty days thereafter. 


ArticLe VIII.—Accounts. 


Section 1. The accounts of the year shall be 
closed fourteen days prior to the assembling of 


the Congress, and a balance sheet duly certified 
and presented to the same. 

Sec. 2. The remuneration for the loss of time 
by the Legislative Committee shall be at the 
rate of $3 per diem; traveling and incidental 
expenses to be also defrayed. The attendance 
of the President and Secretary at the sessions, 
to ve paid at the rate herein provided. 

Sec. 3. All surplus moneys, after the pay- 
ment of the expenses of the Congress, shall be 
handed over to the Treasurer of the Legislative 
Committee,- for the general purposes of the 
Federation. 


ArtTicLe IX.—Strike BENEFITs. 


[This article to be ratified by all organiza- 
tions represented in the Federation, the time 
for returning to the Secretary, the official vote 
of each union, expiring March 1, 1886, and if 
approved by a two-thirds vote of the actual 
membership of this Federation, then it becomes 
a law. In case of its enactment, official notice 
will be given.] 

Section 1.. It shall be one of the cardinal 
principles of this Federation to secure the uni- 
fication of all organizations under its jurisdic- 
tion upon one common financial basis, to assist 
its members in the event of a strike or lockout, 
if properly approved by the respective organ- 
izations to which they may be attached. 

Sec. 2. The Legislative Committee of this 
Federation are ‘hereby constituted the legal au- 
thority to approve and manage all strikes and 
lockouts, and to co-operate with the local or- 
ganizations in the event of any such difficulty, 
and shall be empowered to levy assessments 
upon the different organizations under the jur- 
isdiction of the Federation, enforce its collec- 
tions under penalty of suspension after reason- 
able time has been granted for payment of the 
same, and have power to distribute the same as 
provided for by this article. 

Sec. 3. In the event of a strike or lockout 
in any organization under the jurisdiction of 
this Federation, the Legislative Committee shall 
be empowered to levy an assessment not to ex- 
ceed two (2) cents, weekly, upon members un- 
der the jurisdiction of this Federation. 


ArticLE X.—Boarp oF ARBITRATION. 


[This article is to be ratified by a two-thirds 
vote of the %rganizatfons represented in the 
Federation before becoming a law. In case of 
its enactment, official notice will be given.] 

he Legislative Committee shall act as a 
general Board of Arbitration and Boycotting, to 
whom shall be referred all classes of arbitra- 
tion and boycotting. 

When any union desires to submit a griev- 
ance to arbitration, or to place a universal boy- 
cott upon any firm, firms, party or parties, they 
shall apply to the Legislative Committee, who 
shall consider the matter, and, if they deem 
it advisable, take action for the settlement of 
such matter by arbitration or the placing of 
such boycott; providing, that they shall not in- 
terfere with the action of any union taken on 
their own responsibility, nor shall they consider 
the request of any union which has already 
taken action on such responsibility. 


STANDING ORDERS 


1. The time of the meetings of the Congress 
shall be as follows: On the first day, to as- 
semble at noon; on all other days at 9 A. M. 
Adiourn at 12; reassemble at 2, and adjourn at 


M 
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2. The Congress having been formally opened 
by the President, the Legislative Committee 
shall present their report for the past year, 
which shall be read by the Secretary, and shall 
be laid on the table for discussion by the Con- 
gress; said report shall contain a list of the 


committee meetings, with dates and names of- 


those present. 
3. The reader of a paper shall be allowed 


twenty minutes; the mover of a_ resolution, 
fifteen minutes; ” succeeding speakers, ten min- 
utes each. No one to speak more than twice 


on any one subject. 

o second amendment to an original prop- 
osition shall be put to vote unti! the amend- 
ment is disposed of. 

5. No papers shall be read except those 
which are required for legislative purposes; no 
member to read more than one paper. 

6. All papers shall be sent to the Secretary 
of the Legislative Committee at least two 
weeks before the meeting of the ensuing Con- 
gress, the same to be rez ad and arranged by the 
Committee, in order to facilitate the business 
ot the Congress. 

7. The Legislative Committee shall assist 
and co-operate with the local committee of 
the city where the next Congress is to be 
held, for the purnose of making the arrange- 
ments as complete as possible, and preparing 
the questions to be discussed, and together to 
take such joint action as the business or other 
special circumstances of the time may render 
necessary or desirable. 

A sub-committee of the Legislative Com- 
mittee, consisting of the President and Sec- 
retary, shall meet two days before the meeting 
of each Congress, to arrange matters for the 
Congress. 


RULES 


1. At the appointed time the chairman shall 
call the Congress to order. 

2. During the hours of meeting no delegate 
will be allowed to leave the room, unless on 
special business. 

3. Every delegate, when he rises to speak, 
shall respectfully ae ess the chair. While 
gual he shall confine himself to the ques- 
tion 

4. Should two or more rise to speak at the 
same time, the chair shall decide who is en- 
titled to the floor. 

5. No delegate shall interrupt another in his 
remarks, unless to call him to order for words 
spoken or for the purpose of explanation. 

6. If a delegate, while speaking, be called 
to order, he shall, at the request of the chair, 
take his seat until the question of order is 
determined, when, if permitted, he may pro- 
ceed again. 

7. A delegate shall not speak more than once 
on the same subject or question until all who 
wish to speak shall have had an opportunity to 
do so, nor more than twice without permission 
from the house, nor any longer than ten min- 
utes at one time. 

8. A question shall not be subject to debate 
until it has been seconded and. stated from the 
chair, and it shall be reduced to writing at 
the request of any member. 

9. When a question is before the house, no 
motion shall be in order except to adjourn, for 
the previous question, to postpone indefinitely, 
to postpone for a certain time, to divide, to 
commit, or to amend, which motions shall sev- 


*The credentials of the delegation from 


erally have precedence in the order herein ar- 
ranged 

10. A motion to lay on the table shall be 
put without debate. 

11. A motion for a reconsideration shall not 
be received, unless made in the same session 
by a delegate who voted in the majority. 

12. Any delegate who shall misbehave him- 
self in the meeting, or disturb the harmony, or 
order thereof, either by abusive, disorderly, 
or profane language, or shall refuse obedience 
to the presiding officer, shall be admonished of 
his offeiice from the chair, and if he offend 
again, he shall be excluded from the room for 
the session, and afterward dealt with as the 
Congress may determine. 

13. All questions not herein provided for 
shall be decided according to Cushing’s Man- 
ual. 





OKDER OF BUSINESS 


1. Roll call of officers and delegates. 
2. Reading minutes of previous session. 
3. Report of Committee on Credentials. 
4. Reports of officers. 

s. Reports of regular committees. 

6. Reports of special committees. 

7. Unfinished business. 

8. New_ business. 


o. Good of the Federation. 


DELEGATES TO THE FIFTH ANNUAL 
SESSION. 


Baltimore Federation of Labor—George 
G. King, 163, West Baltimore street, Baltimore, 
Ma John $. Rye, 167 Forest street, Baltimore, 
Md 

*Brotherhood of ok pee and Joiners of 
America—Gabriel Edmonston, 719 Twelfth 
street, N. W., Washington, D. C 
Chicago Trades and Labor Assembly— 
\v. E. Tomson, 822 South Ashland avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Cigar-Makers’ International Union—Samuel 
Gompers, 307 East 1o4th street, New York, 
N. Y.; John §. Kirchner, s43 Dillwyn street, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; J. F. Mahoney, Mansion 

House, Springfield, Mass. « 

Cincinnati Trades and Labor Assembly— 
M. D. Connolly, 31% West Third street, Cin- 
cinnati, O. 

Furniture Workers’ International Union— 
Henry Emrich, 819 First avenue, New York, 
N. Y.; Ernst Bauer, 52 Milliman street, Balti- 
more, Md. 

German-American Typographia—Hugo_ A. 
Miller, Town of Union, Hudson county, N. J. 
__. Granite-Cutters’ National | Union—Patrick 
F. McAuliffe, 1000 South Capitol street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

*International Typographical Union—Samuel 
S. Green, 1019 Second street, Louisville, Ky.; 
Wm. Graydon, Jr., Daily Telegraph Composing 
Room, New York. 
Journeymen Tailors’ National Union— 

‘harles H. Sharp, 518 South Thirteenth street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Philadelphia Central Labor Union— 
W. H. Foster, 1921 South Fourth street, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

Washington Federation of I Oys- 
ter, 937 Rhode Island avenue, Washington, 
ID. C.; Thomas §S. Denham, 901 G street, 
Washington, D. C 








the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joines of 


America were received too late for presentation on the first day of the session. One mem- 
ber of the delegation, J. W. Pugsley. of Baltimore, was prevented by unavoidable circum- 
stances from attending the session. William J. Hammond, of New Orleans. one of the 
delegation from the International Typographical Union, was also absent on account of 


erious illness. 














XUM 








XUM 





FEDERATION 


OF 


Organized Trades and Labor Unions 


UNITED STATES AND CANADA—1885. 


Report of Proceedings. First Day—Morning Session. 


Grand Army Hall, 
Washington, D. C., December 8, 1885. 

The fifth annual Congress of the Federation 
of Organized Trades and Labor Unions of the 
United States and Canada convented at noon, 
on the above date. 

J. W. Smith, of Springfield, Il., Chairman 
of the Legislative Committee, opened the ses- 
sion with the following address: 

Gentlemen of the Federation:—By the resig- 
nation of Mr. W. W. McClelland, whom the 
last session of the Federation elected Chairman 
of your Executive Committee. I find myself 
according to your Constitution, called upon to 
open the deliberative session of your body. 
Appreciating, as I trust you do, to a certain 
extent, the importance attached to the intelli- 
gent action of the organized labor of the 
country—a country whose resources, future and 
influence are almost unlimited, and which is 
the last refuge of oppressed humanity at this 
particular crisis, a crisis which is to decide 
whether we are a republic in fact as well as in 
name—and recognizing the greatest good to the 
greatest number, it is needless to add that I 
trust your deliberations will be conducted with 
wisdom, prudence, intelligence, positiveness, and 
foresight, having for its guiding star the wel- 
fare of the producing classes whose interests 
you profess to serve. Assembling, as we do, 
under the shadow of the nation’s capital, where 
our lawmakers are expected to enact the posi- 
tive ideas contained in the foregoing expres- 
sions into law, permit me to hope that your re- 
quirements at their hands will be such as to 
command themselves to the sober second 
thought of the people. Gentlemen, I now de- 
clare the session of the Federation open for 
business. 





Hen. Martin A. Foran, Congressman from 
the Twenty-first District of Ohio, being present 
in the hall, was invited to the platform and 
spoke as follows: 

Gentlemen of the Federation:—I had no 
sooner reached the capital last Friday than I 
was met by Mr. Edmunston, who requested 
me to be present with you to-day, which I 
promised to do. Washington is a large city, 
with plenty of room in which strangers can 
find a welcome, and on behalf of the people of 
Washington—I do not say citizens, for they 
are not citizens, as you knuw—I extend to you 
a hearty welcome. bad: welcome you as rep- 
resentatives of a grea cause—the organized 
labor of the country. There is much for you to 


do, and [ know it will be well done. A few 
years ago, I well remember, a trade unionist 
who spoke of politics in the meeting room 
would have been called to order immediately. 
But I am happy to say that time has now 
passed away, and the people are willing to ac- 
cept the issues as they present themselves, 
whether they require political action or not, 
believing that it is necessary to take whatever 
steps are required to achieve the required ends. 
During the last few years more laws have 
been placed upon the statute books intended 
for the protection of the laboring class of the 
community than ever before, and I have no 
doubt that the course now being pursued by 
the labor element, Supported so nobly by the 








labor press, will before long command the 
respect, though it may be through fear, of all 
capitalists and monopolists. The present con- 


di tion of some of our workingmen is indeed 
deplorable, and I know of some in my own 
district to whom a master who would be com- 
pelled to clothe and feed them would be con- 
sidered a blessing. Yet it is said that slavery 
was a curse, which I do not deny. And now as 
to legislative action. We have a National Labor 
Bureau, but as to what benefit it will be to our 
people we must await the report before we ex_ 
press and opinion. We have also a law for the 
prevention of the importation of foreign con- 
tract labor. This measure, I am sorry to say, 
was shorn of the best features contained in the 
original bill in order to have it passed at all, 
the alternative being presented to us of either 
witnessing its total destruction or accepting 
the amendments which Were tacked on for the 
purpose of destroying the power intended when 
it, was introduced. Of course, the failures of 
all such labor measures is due to the working 
people themselves in not sending men to the 
halls of Congress who will represent their in- 
terests. There are men in the workshops and 
foundries of this country who are in every 
way capable to represent you in Congress, and 
this Federation will not be doing its duty 
should it not express its views in regard to 
this question. And now, gentlemen, hoping 
that you may be sucessful in forcing upon 
Congress legislation that will be a benefit to 
the workingmen of our country, I shall leave 
you to your deliberations. 

Mr. Connolly, of Cincinnati, moved that a 
vote of thanks be tendered to Representative 
Foran, which was unanimously adopted. 

The Legislative Committee, on motion of 
Mr. Tomson, were appointed a Committee on 
Credentials, and the Congress adjourned till 
3 P. M. 














REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


[18N5 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Congress was called to 
chairman, J. W. Smith. 

The Legislative Committee 
Committee on Credentials, 
tions and 


order by the 


acting as a 
reported organiza- 
delegates representing them as fol- 
lows: 
(See list of Delegates, pages 6 and 7.) 
J. W. SMITH, Chairman. 
G. EDMONSTON, Secretary. 
(Signed.) 
W. H. Foster 
ceived and the 
dentials being in 


moved that the report be re- 
the cre 


form and per capita 


delegates seated, all 
proper 
tax paid. 

Carried. 

The chair declared the next business in order 
to be the nomination and election of officers of 
the sessian. 

The following names were submitted to the 
Congress and in turn elected by acclamation: 

President—M. D. Connolly. 

Vice-President—John S. Kirschner. 

Secretaries—Gabriel Edmonston, and W. H. 
Foster. 

Auditors—Charles H. Sharp and Samuel 
Gompers. 

Doorkeeper and Messenger—Joln §. Lyon. 

A letter from Richard 
President of the Lake 
pressing the 


Powers, of Chicago, 
Seamen’s Union, ex- 
with the ob- 
that he 
present at the session, 
and stating that the annual convention of his 
organization, occurring at this time, 


warmest sympathy 


jects of the Federation, regretting 


would be unable to be 
would pre- 
vent its being represented at the fifth annual 
session of the Federation, was read and placed 
on file. 

Mrs. Charlotte Smith tendered the 
two, desks and four tables. 

Accepted thanks. : 

A recess was declared until desks and tables 


loan of 
with 


were arranged. 


On resuming business a motion offered by 


W. H. Foster that Mrs. Smith be accorded the 
privilege of the floor without a vote, wags 
agreed to. 


INVITATION TO VISIT THE 

Mr. W. S. Wandby, on behalf of Carrol D. 
Wright, Commissioner of Labor, extended an 
invitation to the delegates to visit the office of 
the Commissioner during their stay in Wash- 
ington. 


LABOR BUREAU. 


Invitation accepted. 


The following were appointed as a Com- 
mittee on Standing Orders: 
W. &. 


Gompers, E. 


Samuel 
Sharp. 


Samuel S. Green, 
W, Oyster, and Charles H. 


Tomson, 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 
Secretary Edmonston, for 
Committee, submitted the 
which was read: 
Washington, November 28, 1885. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit 
herewith my report as Secretary. In it I have 
endeavored as briefly as possible to give you a 
comprehensive idea of the work performed dur- 
ing the year. 

We have reason for congratulations over the 
material advancement of our cause, and encour- 
aged hopes for the future good that may result 
from continued efforts. The progress made 
during the past year is important in many re- 
spects, chiefly in favorable legislation secured, 
notably in the action of Congress in enacting a 
measure intended solely for the benefit of 
labor. 


the Legislative 


following report,. 


FOREIGN CONTRACT LABOR. 

While the law to prohibit the importation of 
foreign labor under contract may not affect a 
very large number of immigrants, or it may be 
evaded, yet it is, as has been aptly said, a “step 
in the right direction.” In our efforts to se- 
cure the passage of this measure by the Senate, 
Messrs. August Donath and E. W. Oyster, act- 
ing as auxiliary Legislative Committee, to- 
gether with a committee from the local Federa- 
tion, also a delegation from the Glass Blowers 
of Pittsburg, Pa., visited many of the Senators, 
among them Senators Blair, of New Hamp- 
shire; George, of Mississippi; Harris, of 
Tennessee; Morgan, of Alabama; Lamar, of 
Mississippi; and Brown of Georgia. Most 
of those visited expressed their sympathy 
with the object sought to be accomplished, 
although some of them were of the opinion 
that the then pending law would not meet 








the desires of workmen as fully as they ex- 
pected. Senator Blair heartily favored the 
measure, and his action in bringing it before 


the Senate sufficiently records him as a friend 
of the laboring men of the country. Senator 
George expressed himself in favor of the ob- 
jects sought to be accomplished, but was doubt- 
ful if the measure proposed would fulfill the ex- 
pectations of the workingmen. The committee, 
however was impressed with his entire sympa- 
thy and cordial co-operation in all measures 
that might tend to their material progress. 
Senator Harris was opposed to the principle of 
government interference for the benefit of one 
class at the expense of the other classes. In 
oher words he decried the policy of protecting 
the manufacturer, while at the same time giv- 


ing him the privlege of eed | labor in the 
cheapest markets of the pig a large. Sena- 
tor Morgan was, he said, a friend of labor not 


from mere impulse, but hoon an inborn and in™ 
He favored the spirit of the 


herent instinct. 
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bill before Congress. but gave several reasons 
why he thought it to be weak in the letter and 
calculated to fall short of its object. Senator 
Lamar, acknowledging he had not examined 
the bill in detail, expressed himself unquali- 
fiedly in favor of any measure to prohibit im- 
migration under such conditions; home labor 
should be protected equally with home manu- 
facturers. In reply to an expression indicative 
of surprise that Southern Senators almost with- 
out exception were pronounced in their sympa- 
thies in behalf of labor, while workmen credited 
them with aristocratic ideas, Mr. Lamar ex- 
plained the position of the Southerner thus: 
“The conflict between labor and capital was 
irrepressible; capital seeking to obtain the 
largest production and the consequent greater 
rofit on the least outlay, on the one hand, and 
abor seeking to obtain the largest amount of 
wages for the least expenditure of time and 
force on the other. In this conflict the old 
Southern slave-holder, owning the labor of his 
slaves, naturally sought to advance the price of 
labor in his own interest.” Thus, without any 
credit to himself from a humanitarian point of 
view, he sided with labor as against capital. 
Now that slavery had become a thing of the 
past, they had themselves become laborers, and 
what was before inspired by selfish interests 
was now inspired by self-preservation. 

These expressions of opinion are given here 
as an index to the position of representative 
men high up in the councils of the nation. It 
shows, among other things, that the labor prob- 
lem is no longer confined in its bearings to the 
employer and employee, but it is now regarded 
as a question of political economy, in which 
the people at large are mterested; a social 
problem for philanthropist and savant to puzzle 
over and solve if possible. It is a matter for 
congratulation, that the labor problem is being 
so ably discussed; it augers well for the suc- 
cess of the movement. We have everything to 
gain and nothing to lose from a full and free 
discussion of our position. 


REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR. 


On January 26 your Secretary appeared be- 
fore the House Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred the resolution introduced 
by Senator H. W. Blair, and passed by the 
Senate, to print 25,000 copies of the Report 
of testimony taken by the Senate Committee 
on Education and Labor. The Committee gave 
your Secretary a patient hearing, and subse- 
quently reported it to the House, through its 
chairman, Hon. Wm. I. Rodgers, and secured 
its adoption. 

In answer to my communication informing 
Senators Blair, Call, and George, and Repre- 
sentatives Foran, Hopkins, Lovering and O’ Neill 
of the vote of thanks passed by the fourth an- 
nual Congress for their able and earnest sup- 
port of labor measures, I received replies ex- 
pressive of sympathy with our movement and 
a desire to promote such measures as have a 
tendency to enable the working people to ob- 
tain a larger proportion of the comforts and 
luxuries of life. 


STRIKE LAW. 


The proposed amendment, Article 9, was sub- 
mitted to the several organizations for ratifica- 
tion or rejection. The Amalgamated Engi- 
neers, by their Executive Board, rejected the 
amendment, the vote for and against not being 
reported to me. The few informal returns 


known to you through the delegates at this 
session. 

Blank forms for statistics in regard to strikes 
were also sent out, but the returns were mea- 
gre, affording no basis of information to guide 
your action in dealing with this subject. 

The letter in reply to the Freich communi- 
cation was sent in due time. 


THE PRINTED PROCEEDINGS. 


The sale of reports has not improved over 
former years, and is still a loss financially. 
This loss was augmented by an order from 
New Orleans Trades Assembly for 1,500 copies, 
which number was printed for them and sent 
to that city. They were, however, returned by 
the express company with an additional ex- 
pense for freight amounting to $18.00. 


THE PROPOSED EIGHT-HOUR RULE. 


On June 8, I sent to Fred. Turner, General 
Secretary of the Knights of Labor, a copy of 
the eight-hour resolution, requesting the co- 
operation of that body in establishing the same 
on May 1, 1886, with the request that he pre- 
sent them to the next General Assembly for 
their action. Secretary Turner has not in- 
formed me of the action taken by the Assembly. 


PRIZE ESSAY. 


The Committee on Prize Essay has not yet 
reported. It remains for you to dispose of this 
matter as in your judgment may seem proper. 


PRESIDENT M’CLELLAND’S RESIGNATION. 


The following has been received from our 
late chairman and its contents made known to 
the members of the Legislative Committee: 

New York City, September 17, 1885. 

Dear Sir: I hereby tender my resignation 
of the position ‘at present held by me in the 
above Federation. 

With best wishes, I am 

Yours respectfuly, 
WILLIAM W. McCLELLAND. 

Mr. G. Edmonston. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS. 


P. J. McGuire, Gerferal Secretary of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, has sent the fol- 
lowing announcement of the official returns of 
the vote on the proposed amendment to our 
laws and the eight-hour resolution, which were 
submitted to ninety-six unions: 

Office of General Secretary, 
Cleveland, O., November 28, 1885. 


Result of general vote: 


For Eight hours..............2197 members. 
Against Eight Hours...... 310 members. 
Total voting.... ......2507 members. 
For Strike Benefit...... ........28 Unions. 
Against Strike Benefit............ 14 Unions. 
Total voting...... daktae sa 42 Unions. 


The eight-hour circular was voted on by 78 
local unions:—69 in the affirmative, 9 in the 
negative. Several unions abstained from vot- 
ing. San Francisco (Union 22) declined to 
vote; though favorable to the eight-hour sys- 
tem, they declare that at the present time they 
do not wish to commit themselves by voting for 


lead me to suppose the result will be madeor against the question. Washington, Chicago 








10 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


and several other unions failed to send in any 
return. 

A large number of the unions voting in the 
affirmative sent statements to the effect that 
while they favor the eight-hour system they 
doubt the possibility of sucess for the Carpen- 
ters next May, as they fear we are not strongly 
enough organized to carry the measure. Our 
California unions, without an exception, are all 
in favor of reduced hours, and now we have 
the nine-hour system in operation, but under 
present circumstances they deem it best “‘to let 
well enough alone,” as they say, and to en- 
deavor first to establish the nine-hour system 
more generally. Then again many of our un- 
ions are enthusiastic and claim that by active, 
energetic work on the part of all the unions 
that we can prepare ourselves and arouse the 
trade sufficiently to fall into line on May 1, 
1886. The vote on the question shows an 
overwhelming majority of our members in fa- 
vor of eight hours; but it is more an expres- 
sion of opinion than an emphatic decision in 
favor of a general strike next May. So the 
matter is submitted to our delegates to the 
Federation of Trades, for their guidance, with 
the hope that the coming convention of the 
age ge in Washington, D. C., on December 
8, 1885, will use its best judgment and act with 
due discretion. 

Yours fraternally, 


P. J. McGUIRE, General Secretary. 


In conclusion let me again congratulate you 
on the brightening prospects in view for the 
wage worker. The extent of advancement can 
not be measured by the material gain so well 
as by the fact that the principles which are 
nearest and dearest to our hearts have been 
placed in position to receive the attention of 
the public at large. The great political parties, 
that a few years ago courted the approving 
smile of millionaires and corporation kings 
alone, treating labor as an auxiliary to be 
driven into line by the money power, have rec- 
ognized labor as one of the potent factors 
through which success must be obtained. The 
man who champions the rights of the laboring 
man is no longer a conspirator in the eyes of 
the law, but a sage and savant in the eye of 
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the public. In fact it is the great problem of 
the age,—a theme for discussion in all walks of 
life, from the school house, with its flippant- 
tongued boys, to the halls of legislation and 
cabinet of the nation, with philosophers and 
statesmen. This agitation all. goes to show 
that the world is in travail to give birth to a 
new ‘era in which the rights of true manhood 
are to be respected and elevated to their proper 
place. To secure this end public sentiment 
vill, I doubt not, prove more potent than legis- 
lation. There are, of course, certain things in 
which the law-making power can be of service. 
It can reform the law governing corporation 
franchises, by which labor is made to pay inter- 
est on countless millions of fictitious capital 
known as watered stock; it can prevent, for in- 
stance, the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany from requiring its employees to pay divi- 
dends on $80,000,000, with tools worth $20,000,- 
ooo. If this plan be followed to its natural 
conclusion it would reduce the burden on labor 
more than ten fol It is by indirect rather 
than by direct legislation that the law-making 
power can aid us—by incorporating in charters 
and franchises terms which shall mete out ex- 
act justice to labor and capital alike. When 
this is done it will no longer be possible for 
capital to contrast its with advantage 
with the wages paid labo 
red ED MONSTON, Secretary. 


During the reading of the report, the hour 
for adjournment, (under the rules adopted 
at the Chicago session,) 5 P. M., arrived. 

Mr. Emrich moved that the time be extended 
until the Secretary’s report be disposed of. 

Carried. 

The reading of the report being concluded, 
the chair directed its reference to the committee 
on Report of the Legislative Committee. 

By general consent, a motion was entertained 
and adopted, that the Federation convene at 
9 A. M. on Wednesday. 

Adjourned. 


SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 


The Federation was called to order at 9 
A. M. by President M. D. Connolly. ; 


The Legislative Committee, in its capacity 
as a Committee on Credentials, reported having 
received the credentials from the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America, author- 
izing Gabriel Edmonston, of); Washington, and 
J. W. Pugsley, of Baltimore, to represent that 
organization. 

Report received and delegates seated. 

Mr. Sharp moved that the record of atten- 
dance of delegates be published in the official 
report. 

Agreed to. 


The chair announced the following appoint- 
ments: 

Committee on Resolutions.—J. F. Mahoney, 
Wm. Graydon, Jr., Henry Emrich, P. F. Mce- 
Auliffe, Wm. J. Hammond. 

Committee on Finance.—Henry Emrich, 
John S. Kirchner, George G. King, W. H. Fos- 
ter, J. W. Pugsley. 

Committee on Legislative Committee’s Re- 
port.— Thomas S. Denham, W. E. Tomson, 
Samuel Gompers, Samuel S. Green, Ernst 
Bauer. 

Mr. Tomson moved that we now take up 
unfinished business laid over from last session 
—in the regular order named—that the first 
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order be the consideration of the strike benefit 
clause, under the title of organization. 
Carried. 


STRIKE LAW. 


Mr. Emrich offered the following: 


RESOLVED, That the time for the vote 
on strike benefit be extended to March 1, 
1886, and the organizations which have not 
officially reported as yet be called upon by the 
Secretary, and that the law be enforced on 
April 1, if properly adopted. 

On the roll being called the delegates an- 
nounced their organizations as being in favor 
of or opposed to the measure as follows: 

For—Baltimore Federation of Labor, *Bro- 
therhood of Carpenters and Joiners, Chicago 
Trades Assembly, Cigarmakers’ International 
Union, Cincinnati Trades Assembly, German 
American Typographia, Granite Cutters’ Na- 
tional Union. 

Against—Tailors’ ‘National Union. 

No Action—Furniture Workers’ International 
Union, Philadelphia Central Labor . Union, 
Washington Federation of Labor. 


The president declared the _ resolution 
adopted. 


PRIZE ESSAY. 


The Committee on Prize Essay on “Trades 
Unions and Strikes’ reported as follows: 


To the Officers and Members of the Federated 

Congress: 

Gentlemen: Your committee appointed at 
the last session of the Congress held in Chi- 
cago to award the $50.00 offered for the best 
essay on the labor question presented to them, 
beg leave to report: 

That after a careful consideration of the 
merits of the five essays nanaed in, they rec- 
ommend that $25.00 be awarded to the essay 
presented by Mr. Edmonston of Washington, 
and $25.00 to the one presented by Mr. G. W. 
Mackie, Milwaukee. 

A. “i CAMERON, Chairman. 
E. W. OYSTER 
jas. W. SMITH, 


Mr. Gompers offered the following: 


WHEREAS, The prize of $50 offered by the 
Federation for the best essay upon the ques- 
tion of “Trades Unions and Strikes’? was in- 
tended to be awarded for an effort worthy of 
being printed and circulated among the work- 
ingmen as a text upon these questions; and 

WHEREAS, The committee report that the 
essays submitted do not come up to the stand- 
ard required as expected, therefore 

RESOLVED, That the time for submitting 
further essays upon these questions be ex- 
tended until sixty days previous to the next 
session of this Congress and that the incoming 
Legislative Committee report to the next session 
of this Federation and make the award. 


Carried. 


THE TRIBUNE BOYCOTT. 
Mr. Graydon offered the following: 


WHEREAS, ‘The managers of the New York 
Tribune have for years villified and ostracized 
organized labor and refused to permit members 
of labor organizations to work in the Tribune 
establishment; and 

WHEREAS, The managers of the said Tri- 
bune have refused to keep their engagements 
with Tabor associations, and have deliberately 
violated written agreements made with labor 
unions; and 

WwW HERE AS, The managers of the said Tri- 
bune have used its composing room as a recruit- 
ing station for wage pirates, and a rendezvous 
from which gangs of free-booters were sent to 
prey on the wages of the American working- 
men; and 

WHE REAS, The managers of the said Tri- 
bune have for years, by word and deed, proved 
themselves foes of organized labor; 

RESOLVED, That we denounce the New 
York Tribune as an enemy of American work- 
ingmen 
RE SOL VED, That wage-workers should in 
no way patronize the New York Tribune or 
those who in any manner contribute to its 
support. 

THE EIGHT-HOUR DAY. 
Mr. Emrich submitted the following: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Federation 
of Trades and Labor Unions of the United 
States and Canada: 

Gentlemen: We are instructed to offer the 
following resolutions to the Fifth Congress 
of the Federation: 

WHEREAS, The last Annual Congress of 
the Federation approved of the opinion ex- 
pressed by Secretary Frank K. Foster in his 
annual report that it would be in vain to 
expect the introduction of the Eight-Hour Rule 
through legislative measures, and that a united 
demand: to reduce the hours of labor supported 
by a firmly established and determined organi- 
zation would be far more effective than a 
thousand laws whose execution depends upon 
the good will of aspiring politicians or syco- 
phantic department officials: 

WHEREAS, The Congress has adopted the 
following: 

RESOLVED, By thé Federation of Organ- 
ized Trades and Labor Unions of the United 
States and Canada, that eight hours shall con- 
stitute a legal day’s labor from and after 
May 1, 1886, and that.we recommend to labor 
organizations throughout this jurisdiction that 
they so direct their laws as to conform to this 
resolution by the time named; 

WHEREAS, This resolution, and the views 
upon which it is based, namely; That the 
workmen in their endeavor to reform the pre- 
vailing economic conditions must rely upon 
themselves and their own power exclusively— 
have found an echo in the hearts of all those 
orgarrized workmen of this country who are 
fighting for a principle and are willing to make 
sacrifices in order to secure an improvement of 
the condition of themselves and their fellow- 
workers, and as there is in many parts of this 
country, a strong movement going on for the 
purpose of carrying out this resolution; 

WHEREAS, It is a well-known truism that 
the success of workmen contending aguinst 
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capitalistic oppression, is due to their policy of 
concentrating their forces whenever they desire 
to gain a point; 

WHEREAS, The workmen of this country 
interested in the reduction of the hours of labor 
are considering the Federation of trades and 
labor unions as a medium through which that 
concentration of forces can be accomplished, 
and to which belongs the leadership in this 
movement; and 

WHEREAS, The Federation has taken upon 
itself a great responsibility in regard to the 
movement inaugurated by tnis organization, as 
a failure of the same would be detrimental to 
all organizations and would throw back the 
movement for the reduction of the hours of 
labor for many years to come; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Committee 
be hereby instructed to again appeal to the 
workmen of this country for the purpose of 
pointing out to them the necessity of them 
acting on their own account, and to call upon 
them to unite the different trades in their 
respective cities that they may be able to more 
thoroughly assist each other morally and finan- 
cially; 

RESOLVED, That all organizations under 
the jurisdiction of the Federation be called 
upon to report to the Legislative Committee 
on or before March 1, 1886, whether or not 
they have resolved to introduce the eight-hour 
workday; and if so, what steps they have taken 
in that respect, how they are organized 
throughout the country, etc.; 
Legislative Committee shall request all of those 
organizations having not yet determined to 
join in introducing the reduction of the hours 
of labor to assist such organizations with all 
the power at their command; provided, that, 


whereupon the* 
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together with the reduction of the hours of 
labor, they do not ask for an increase of 
wages ; 
RESOLVED, That all organizations intend- 
ing to reduce the hours of labor on May ist, 
shall give an opportunity to the respective man- 
ufacturers and employers to give their consent 
by submitting a document to be signed by them 
to that effect; the contents of the said docu- 
ment to be prepared by the Legislative Commit- 
tee, and the same to be forwarded to all organ- 
izations. 
Ranpaptnenty. submitted, 

H EMRICH, 

E. BAUER. 
Delegates of the International Furniture Work- 

ers’ Union of America. 

Mr. Foster moved that the consideration of 
these resolutions be made a special order for 
Thursday morning, immediately after the read- 
ing of the minutes. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Kirchner moved to amend the hour of 
meeting by striking out 10 A. M. and inserting 
9 A. M. 

Carried. 

Mr. Gompers moved to further amend by 
striking out 12:30 and inserting noon, substi- 
tuting 2 P. M. for 1:30 and 6 P. M. for 5 
PP: We 

Carried. 

The hour of 12 o’clock having arrived, the 
Chair declared an adjournment until 2 P. M. 


SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Federation was called to order at 2 P.M. 
by President Connolly. 


The roll was called, all delegates being re- 
corded present. 


The minutes of the morning session were 
read and approved. 


A motion prevailed that all resolutions -be 
referred without debate to the proper com- 
mittees. 

On motion of Mr. Emrich, delegates were 
requested to hand in all resolutions by noon 
on Thursday. 

Resolutions were read and referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions as follows: 


By Mr. Kirchner: 


WHEREAS, It has come to the knowledge 
of this Federation that the popular and favorite 
weapon of organized labor (the boycott) has, 
in many cases, been grossly abused and prosti- 
tuted by unscrupulous and designing persons 
connected with some of the organizations in 
this country; and 


WHEREAS, Such action might endanger the 
usefulness and effectiveness of an otherwise 
perfectly honorable, legitimate, and powerful 
weapon with which the toilers can compel their 
oppressors to make amends and concessions to 
the rightful demands of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Some organizations have re- 
sorted to the boycott upon every frivolous, 
trivial, or imaginary grievance, without first 
giving the subject that attention and thorough 
investigation which the justice and gravity of 
the question so necessarily requires; and 

WHEREAS, Rival factions of workingmen 
have actually been known to have boycotted 
the goods of firms that employ none but union 
workingmen and pay the highest rate of wages 
in their line of manufactures; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation of labor 
do discountenance such practices in the future, 
and recommend to all organizations of work- 
men the necessity of providing the proper safe- 
guards in order to prevent its repetition; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Federation is thus 
impelled from the desire to avoid having odium 
cast upon the honest and just efforts of work- 
ingmen in bringing to terms unreasonable and 
tyrannous employers. 
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By Messrs. Miller and Gompers: 


WHEREAS, The government of Switzerland 
has proposed an international law for the regu- 
lation of the hours of labor of the working 
people, the regulation of female and child labor 
and factory inspection and regulation, and 
other measures tending toward the amelioration 
of the condition of the laborers of the world; 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon the Con- 
gress of the United States the earnest consid- 
eration of this important subject with the view 
of a conference of representatives of the civil- 
ized nations to accomplish the results above 
described and so much desired. 

By. Mr. Tomson: 

WHEREAS, The Organized Trade and 
Labor Unions of North America are in need of 
an international journal of their own to pro- 
mulgate their views on all labor matters, and 
also to publish their offictat business, therefore 

RESOLVED, That a committee of five be 
appointed by this Congress to formulate a plan 
whereby such journal may be published, said 
committee to report to Executive Committee of 
Federation as soon as they in their judgment 
think a suitable plan has been perfected, pro- 
viding, they shall report before the assembling 
of the next Congress. 


By Mr. Gompers: 


RESOLVED, That this Federation designate 
two of the labor papers published in the United 


States and declare and recognize the same as 
the official organs of this Federation. 

3y Mrs. Smith, denouncing the heads of de- 
partments for discharging a large number of 
soldiers’ widows from the employment as towel 
washers and giving the work out by contract, 
these contractors again sub-contracting to peo- 
ple who paid starvation rates. 

The following, by Mr. Kirchner, was refer- 
red to the Finance Committee: 

RESOLVED, That the Committee on Fin- 
ance take into consideration the advisibility of 
levying a tax of 10 cents per member for un- 
ions represented in the Federation, in order 
to secure a more effective organization; such 
tax to be paid within six months. 

A motion by Mr. Kirchner, seconded by Mr. 
Miller, that the Federation take a recess until 
4:30 P. M. in order to visit the office of Com- 
missioner Carrol D. Wright, was adopted. 

On resuming business at 4:30 P. M. the 
Federation went into executive session, and so 
continued until 6 P. M., when the chair de- 
clared an adjournment until Thursday at 
9 A. M. 


THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


President Connolly called the Federation to 
order at 9 A. M. 

The roll was called and all delegates re- 
ported present. 

The minutes of the Wednesday afternoon 
session were read and approved. 


THE EIGHT-HOUR DAY. 


The eight-hour resolution subnfitted by the 
delegation from the International Furniture 
Workers’ Union, being the special order, was 
taken up and discussed at great length. 

The following amendment offered by Mr. 
Edmonston, was adopted: 

We recommend to all labor organizations a 
thorough canvass in their respective trades for 
the purpose of securing the co-operation of as 
many as possible to effect this object. 

A further amendment by Mr. Gompers, was 
also agreed to as fullows: 


RESOLVED, That the trades and labor un- 
ions be and they are hereby requested to for- 
ward to the Secretary of the Legislative Com- 
mittee, on-the evening of the rst of May, 1886, 
or as soon thereafter as possible, what results 
have been attained in the establishment of the 
eight-hour law. 


After some debate on the resolution as 
amended, on motion of Mr. Oyster the resolu- 


tion was again referred, with the amendments 
to the Committee on Resolutions. f 

The hour of noon having arrived, the chair 
declared the Federation adjourned until 2 P.M. 


ADDRESS BY CONGRESSMAN COLE. 


During recess, Hon. Wm. H. Cole, Congress- 
man from the Third District of Maryland, ad- 
dressed the Federation, expressing the warm- 
est sympathy with the Trades Union movement 
and his readiness at all times to introduce leg- 
islation desired by labor organizations. A vote 
of thanks was tendered to Mr. Cole, for the 
sentiments he had given expression to. 


Afternoon Session. 


At 2 P. M. President Connolly called the 
Federation to order. 

The roll was called and al! delegates recorded 
present. 

The reading of the minutes of the morning 
session was. dispensed with. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported as 
follows: 
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To the Officers and Delegates of the Federa- 
tion, etc.: 

Your Committee on Resolutions beg leave to 
offer the following report: 

1. On the resolution offered by Mr. A. C. 
Cameron at last Congress and referred to ycur 
committee, we find that the first part of the 
resolution (which reads: ‘That the best method 
to secure the organization and unification of 
labor on a sound financial basis,”) is covered 
by the action taken by the Federation toward 
enforcing Article 9 of the Constitution. In 
regard to the adoption and enforcement of an 
apprenticeship system, and the substitution of 
arbitration for strikes, we recommend that the 
delegates report what action their organizations 
have taken in the matter. 

2. On the resolution of Messrs. Miller and 
Gompers in regard to the proposition from the 
Government of Switzerland for international 
regulation of the hours of labor, factory inspec- 
tion, etc., we recommend that it be adopted and 
-— to Congress. 

We recommend the adoption of the res- 
ution of Mr. Tomson, having in view the 
establishment of an official journal. 

4. On the resolution of Mr. Gompers to 
designate two lavor papers as official organs of 
the Federation, we recommend that until the 
Federation has established a paper of its own 
the Associated Labor Press be the organ of 
the Federation. 

. The resolution regarding Chinese labor, 
offered by Mrs. Smith, we report back without 
recommendation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. F. MAHONEY, Chairman, 
P. F. McAULIFFE, 
WM. GRAYDON, Jr., 
H. EMRICH, Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Kirchner, the report was 
taken up for consideration seriatim. 

The recommendations of the Committee, 
numbered one, two and three, were concurred 
in. 

The fourth recommendation was amended, 
on motion of Mr. Gompers, by adding the 
Pittsburg Labor Tribune to the list, and adopted 
as amended. 

Mr. Foster* moved that the resolution pre- 
sented by Mrs. Smith, and reported back by 
the Committee without recommendation, be 
adopted. Mr. Tomson seconded the motion. 

After some discussion, participated in by 
Mr. Oyster, Mrs. Smith and Mr. Denham, a 
motion prevailed to suspend the rules and refer 
the resolution to the Committee on Standing 
Orders, 


A supplemental report of the Committee on 


Resolutions was presented, as follows: 

Your committee recommend the adoption 
of the eight-hour resolution presented by the 
Furniture Workers’ Delegation, with the amend- 
ments of Messrs. Edmonston and Gompers. 

J. F. MAHONEY, Chairman, 
W. J. GRAYDON, jt 
P. F. McAUL IFFE 
H. EMRICH, Secretary. 
The report was adopted. 


‘not succeeded. 


The Federation then went into executive 
session. 

On the session again being declared upon 
Mr. Edmonston offered the following: 


(See Constitution, Article VI, Section 1, 
second sentence.) 


Referred to Committee on Standing Orders. 


ARBITRATION BOARDS—-APPRENTICES. 


Reports were called for as to the steps taken 
by the organizations connected with the Fed- 
eration on the substitution of arbitration for 
strikes and the establishment of rules providing 
for the proper education of apprentices. 

*Baltimore Federation of Labor.—In favor of 
both measures, although so far the enactment 
of a uniform apprentice law had not been 
secured, 





Chicago Trades Assembly.—Had sought to 
have an apprentice law enacted, but so far had 
Arbitration in disputes was 
always offered by the Assembly, and had in 
many cases adjusted difficulties and avoided 
strikes. 

Cigarmakers’ International Union.—Have a 
law in the constitution making the effort to 
arbitrate obligatory before any strike can be 
declared. A system of apprenticeship was 
adopted wherever possible. 

Cincinnati Trades Assembly.—No action had 
been taken as to farthechns either measure, 
which was mainly due to dearth of employ- 
ment in Cincinnati during the past year. 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners.—Ar- 
bitration always resorted to before any other 
steps are considered. 

Furniture Workers’ International Union.— 
Committed to arbitration, which had in many 
cases been successful. Hardly any apprentice 
system possible in the trade. The union op- 
posed members acting as sub-contractors. 

German-American Typographia. — Apprentice 
rule in constitution. Arbitration in their case 
had not been successful. 

Granite Cutters’ National Union.—Only a 
few branches so far had established an appren- 
tice rule. Arbitration always favored and at- 
tempted before other steps were resorted to. 

International Typographical Union. — Ap- 
prentice rule in force. Arbitration favored. 

Philadelphia Central Labor Union.—Arbitra- 
tion favored. No general apprentice rule 
adopted. 

Tailors’ National Union.—Stringent arbitra- 
tion rule obligatory on branches. No appren- 
tice rule. 

Washington Federation of Labor.—Commit- 
ted to arbitration first. 
ored. 


Apprentice law fav- 
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INVITATION TO MASS MEETING. 


Mr. Oyster tendered an invitation to a mass 
meeting to be held the same evening under the 
auspices of the Washington Federation of 
Labor, to be preceded by a street parade, which 
was accepted. 

Mr. Emrich asked permission to use the 
name of the Federation in callifig a meeting of 
cabinet makers in Washington with the object 
of forming them into a union. Granted. 

The Secretary stated that a number of res- 
olutions were on the desk, and asked if he 
should read them. 


FOURTH DAY.— 


At 9 A. M. President Connolly called the 
Federation to order. 

The roll was called and all delegates recorded 
present. 

A motion was then adopted to take a recess 
until rr A. M. in order to give committees 
time to prepare their reports. 

At 11 A. M. the delegates were called to 
order, and the minutes of Thursday were read 
and confirmed. 


The Committee on Resolutions reported as 


follows: 

We recommend for adoption the following 
resolutions: 

1. By Mr. Kirchner (introduced on Wed- 


nesday), against the abuse of the boycott. 


2. By Messrs. Kirchner, Gompers, and Ma- 
honey 
WHERE AS, The Cigar Makers’ Interna- 


tional Union of America have a label to desig- 
nate the product of the members of said or- 
ganization, which is a guarantee -that the cigars 
are made by honest, capable workmen, seeking 
to counteract the evil effects resulting from 
the competition of coolie, prison or tenement 
house cigar manufacturing; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation endorse 
the Cigarmakers’ International Union label as 
the best means of assisting the efforts of cigar- 
makers in ameliorating their condition, and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Committee 
of this Federation issue a circular letter to all 
organizations of labor calling upon them to 
render any assistance that lies in their power 
in propagating and extending the influence of 
said union label, and requesting organized labor 
and its sympathizers to smoke no cigars that 
do not bear the union label. 


3. By Mr. Foster: 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Commit- 
tee of this Federation be directed to prepare a 
measure, and urge.its passage through Con- 
gress, declaring illegal the armed organization 
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A motion prevailed referring them without 
reading to the Committee on Resolutions. 

©n account of the non-arrival of Mr. Ham- 
mond, his name was ordered stricken from the 
Committee on Resolutions and that of Mr. 
Kirchner substituted. 

Mr. Bauer stated that urgent business called 
and asked to be excused from at- 
Federation, 


him home, 
tending further 
which was done. 
The Chair appointed Mr. Miller to serve on 
the Committee on Legislative Committee’s Re- 
port in place of Mr. Bauer. 
Adjourned to meet at 9 A. M. on Friday. 


sessions of the 


Morning Session. 


known as Pinkerton’s Preventive Patrol, or any 
body of men formed to act as spies and thugs 
for corporate monopolies with the extraordi- 
nary, privilege of moving about from one State 
to another in plying their nefarious trade of 
overawing peaceful laborers into submission to 
degrading conditions of servitude. 

4. By Mr. Foster: 

WHEREAS, Police Judge Snell, of Wash- 
ington, has placed himself on record as being 
bitterly hostile to trades unions, having ex- 
pressed himself in violent language towards 
labor unions when a suit was being tried before 
him involving the right of unions to employ 
pickets during strikes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this perversion of a high 
and honorable position publicly indulged in 
should be regarded as a just cause for his 
removal from office, and that the Legislative 
Committee endeavor to impress the same upon 
the attention of the President of the United 
States, in order to secure the suspension of 
Judge Snell. 


5. By your committee, as a substitute for 
the one presented by the delegation from the 
Baltimore Federation of labor: 

RESOLVED, That we request all organiza- 
tions under the jurisdiction of this Federation 
to indorse the hand-made cans which bear the 
trade mark of the Canmakers’ Mutual Protec- 
tive Association. 

6. By Messrs. McAuliffe and Foster, in ref- 
erence to abolshing the contract system on Na- 
tional and State work: 

7. By Mr. 


RESOLVED, That the Legislative Committee 
be instructed and are hereby authorized to 
send a delegate to attend the conventions of 
the National and International Unions for the 
purpose of urging and inviting said organiza- 
tions to send delegates. 


8. By Mr. 


RESOLVED, That the incoming Legislative 
Committee use its efforts to induce the Presi- 


Gompers: 


Edmonston: 
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dent to enforce the eight-hour law by’ procla- 
mation on or before May 1, 1886. 

9. By, Mr. McAuliffe: 

RESOLVED. That in the case of a general 
boycott by any organization represented in this 
Federation, all of the facts in relation to said 
boycott be communicated to the Legislative 
Committee and in case of approval the Legis- 
lative Committee shall inform and urgently 
request all organizations represented in this 
Federation to support said boycott. 

» AHONE Y, Chairman, 
P. F. McAULIFFE 

JOHN S. KIRCHNER, 

H. EMRICH, Secretary. 


During the reading of the report the hour 
for adjournment arrived, and a motion pre- 
vailed extending the time to 1 P. M. 

Mr. Emrich explained that a great many 
members of ‘his Union took sides with the 
Cigarmakers’ Progressive Union and _ believed 
it had not been fairly dealt with by the 
Cigarmakers’ International Union, in the nego- 
tiations for consolidation. These men _pre- 
ferred the label of the former Union, and he, 
as representing his organization at large, wished 
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it to be distinctly understood that in signing 
the report and concurring in its second rec- 
ommendation, he did so with the full expec- 
tation that the proposed consolidation of the 
two Unions of cigarmakers would, in the 
near future, be an accomplished fact. 

As a substitute for No. 6 of the Committee’s 
report. Mr. Gompers offered the resolution of 
Mrs. Smith, as amended by the Committee on 
Standing Orders. 

A motion was adopted referring the substi- 
tute back to the 
with 
in their recommendation. 


Committee on Resolutions, 


instructions to consolidate its substance 


The report of the Committee on Resolutions, 
as thus amended, was adopted, seriatim, and 
as a whole. 

Mr. Tomson read a proposed law, providing 
for the establishment of a Board of Arbitra- 
tion. 

Referred to Committee on Standing Orders. 


Adjourned at 1 P. M. 


FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


At 2 P. M. President Connolly called the 
Federation to order. 

Roll call and all delegates recorded present. 

Minutes of read and ap- 
proved. 

The Committee on Finance offered the fol- 
lowing report: 


morning session 


Washington, D. C., December 11, 1885. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Federation 
of Trades and Labor Union.: 

Gentlemen Your Committee on Finance 
to whom has been referred the resolution of- 
fered by Representative Kirchner, report that 
they, have agreed to make the following rec- 
ommendation: 

Inasmuch as the past experience of the Fed- 
eration has clearly shown the necessity for 
providing its officers with more means with 
which to carry on the work entrusted to them, 
we_ deem it of the utmost importance that a 
sufficient amount of money be raised so as to 
enable the officers of this body to increase the 
usefulness and power of the Federation, and 
in this spirit we recommend that this Federa- 
tion levy a special tax of ten cents per mem- 
ber upon the membership of the various organ- 
izations now under the jurisdiction of the Fed- 
eration; such tax,to be forwarded to the Sec- 
retary of the Legislative Committee within 
the next three months; we further recommend 
that the Secretary of the Legislative Committee 
be instructed to issue a circular letter to such 
organizations as are not now represented, ap- 
pealing to them to render such voluntary finan- 


cial assistance as they 
posed to give. 

Signed by the Committee, 

JNO. S. KIRCHNER, 

W. H. FOSTER, 
H. EMRICH, 
G. G. KING. 
striking out “ten 
was adopted. 


may feel gble or dis- 


A motion to amend by 
cents” and inserting ‘‘five cents,” 

Mr. Sharp moved and Mr. Gompers seconded 
that the substance of the report be submitted 
to the unions represented for ratification. 

Carried. 

Mr. Mahoney 
just taken. 

Carried. » 


moved to reconsider the vote 


Mr. Gompers moved to amend the report by 
striking out the recommendations of the com- 
mittee and inserting: 

That the Legislative Committee issue an 
appeal to all labor organizations to pay into 
this Federation such sums as they can afford, 
to carry out the objects of this body. 


The amendment was agreed to, and the re- 
port adopted as amended. 

In accordance with instructions to consoli- 
date the substance of the resolution of Messrs. 
McAuliffe and Foster on the contract system 


with that of the one offered by the Committee 
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on Standing Orders, the Committee on Resolu- 
tions submitted the following: 


WHEREAS, The giving out of public work 
for the General and State Governments opens 
the door to contract convict labor and Chinese 
competition and is an encouragement to dis- 
honest and avaricious contractors, who habitu- 
ally furnish inferior material and _ slighted 
workmanship (a notable instance of which is 
seen in the recent award to Brainerd & Co., 
the Joliet Penitentiary labor contractors for the 
the new postoffice at Peoria, Ill., and also in 
the manner in which the work "of the State 
Capitol in Austin, Texas, is being done), and 
is also unjust to honest employers of labor, who 
pay living wages, as well as a fraud on me- 
chanics, who are often deprived, through the 
contract system, of their rights under the na- 
tional Eight-Hour law; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this Federation denounce 
the convict labor contract system as pernicious 
and opposed to the interests of the working 
people of this country; and further 

RESOLVED, That we deem it incumbent on 
the organizations here represented to oppose 
any candidate for National or State Legislative 
honors who will not pledge himself to the 
abolition of a system that has a tendency to 
drag honest labor to a convict’s cell; -also 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Commit- 
tee be directed to draft a bill and have it in- 
troduced in the United States Congress, pro- 
viding that all Government work shall be done 
under competent superintendents, and that no 
further contracts for such work shall hereafter 
be entered into; and it shall be the duty of 
said committee to endeavor to have a similar 
bill passed by the various State Legislatures. 


Adopted. 


The same committee reported favorably on 
the following, offered by Mr. Foster: 

WHEREAS, The Philadelphia Press has 
since November, 1881, been antagonizing Typo- 
graphical Union No. 2, and@ organized labor in 
general, and utilizing every opportunity which 
presented itself by which to deprecate the labor 
movement; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Federation of Or- 
ganized Trades ‘and Labor Unions of the United 
States and Ganada request all organizations 
represented, and the organized workmen gen- 
erally, to boycott the Philadelphia Press and all 
other journals which oppose the workingmen of 
the land. 

Adopted. 


Mr. Tomson offered the following: 


RESOLVED, That the members of the Leg- 
islative Committee be instructed to use their 
best efforts to organize the wood-working ma- 
chine hands in their various localities. 

Mr. Emrich hoped it was not the intention 
to interfere with the Furniture-Worker’s Inter- 
national Union, which included wood-working 
machine hands in its membership. 

Mr. Tomson explained that he had special 
reference to men employed on machinery for 
turning out sashes, doors, blinds, wagons, etc., 
and had no desire to include those engaged 
on furniture work. 

The resolution was adopted. 
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A report from the Committee on Standing 
Orders fa¥ored an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, offered by Mr. Kirchner, providing for 
raising funds by means of assessments. 

The amendment was adopted and, on motion 
of*Mr. Kirchner, inserted as Article VII, Sec- 
tion 3, but to be submitted to the Unions for 
ratification. 

A further amendment, offered by Mr. Ed- 
monston, was reported favorably by the same 
committee and adopted. (See Article VI, Sec- 
tion 1, second sentence.) 

The same committee presented a_ report 
amending the Platform, Constitution, Standing 
Orders and Rules, which was considered seria- 
tim, and the amendments inserted in the places 
indicated in the order of their adoption, 

The report of the Committee on Standing 
Orders was then adopted as a whole. 

A supplemental report was submitted by the 
same committee, recommending the following 
for concurrence of the Federation: 

WHEREAS. The law restricting Chinege 
immigration has been evaded, violated, and 
made to an extent inoperative, and, while we 
do not indorse the action of certain individuals 
who have violated the laws of our country in 
attempting the forcible explusion of said Chin- 
ese, we do most earnestly protest aginst the 
further introduction of a class of immigrants 
wno have no sympathy with our government, 
civilization or social customs; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the Federation of Organ- 
ized Trades and Labor Unions of the United 
States and Canada are in full accord with the 
workingmen of the Pacific coast in the fierce 
struggle for existence to which they are sub- 
jected by reason of competition with Chinese, 
who have spread over that section, and are a 
standing menace to the prosperity and happiness 
of the workingmen of the country and peace 
of the nation, and demand the rigid enforce- 
ment of the laws now on the statute books to 
prohibit Chinese immigration, and the passage 
of such further laws by Congress as may be 
necessary to effectually prevent such immigra- 
tion. 

Adopted. 


amendment to the 
Constitution providing for a Board of Arbitra- 
tion and Boycotting. 


Mr. Tomson offered an 


Mr. Kirchner moved that the amendment be 
adopted, provided a majority vote of the unions 
represented ratify the same. (See Article X.) 
Carried. 

The 


Messrs. 


resolution, presented by 
Emrich and Bauer, was reported from 
the Committee on Resolutions 
ommendation that it be not concurred in: 


WHEREAS, Experience teaches that 
men who in any manner are connected 
capitalistic parties and interest, laws in 
of the working class cannot be expected: 

WHERE AS. We will never succeed in elect- 
ing executive * officers to carry out such laws 
unless the workmen sever all connection with 


following 
with a_ rec- 


from 
with 
favor 
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the present political parties by refusing to vote 
for their candidates, and thereby create a party 
which will support and carry out all of our 
demands; 

WHE REAS, It is unworthy of an intelligent 
working class whose constituting elements 
know what is necessary for their own well-be- 
ing to elect legislators who may pledge them- 
selves to support a few of the demands of 
labor and even keep such pledges, but by 
supporting, on the other hand, measures in- 
tended for the sole benefit of capitalists and 
monopolists, to whom they are likewise under 
obligations, again destroy the little good 
a by — action in favoring labor legis- 
ation; 

RE ior VED, That Article XIV of our Plat- 
form be amended as follows: 

We recommend all trades and labor organiza- 
tions to secure proper representation in all 
eve bodies and the election of executive 

cers who are willing to enforce all laws 
jon for the interest of the working people 
by forming a strict workingmen’s party, and 
electing only such candidates who are identified 
with the labor movement and not affiliated with 
the capitalistic parties. 

The committee’s recommendation 


adopted, Mr. Emrich dissenting. 
Offered by Mr. Gompers: 


RESOLVED, That we call upon and advise 
the working women of the country to protect 
themselves by organizing into unions of their 
respective trades or callings, and the Legisla- 
tive Committee are hereby authorized to render 
such assistance whenever opportunity offers. 

Adopted. 


was 


Mr. Kirchner moved to amend Section 3 of 
the Platform by inserting a demand for the 
education of children up to their fourteenth 
year, and the prohibition of their employment 
in factories, workshops, mills or mines, until 
they have reached that age. 

Carried. 


Submitted by Mr. Tomson: 


WHEREAS, There is now pending in the 
United States Senate a resolution introduced 
by Senator Van Wyck, of Nebraska, providing 
for the restricting of alien land ownership to 
one section of land; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we indorse the resolu- 
tion and favor the abolition of land monoply 
by both aliens and citizens. 

Adopted. 


Reported of Committee on Legislative Com- 


mittee’s report: 
Washington, December 11, 188s. 
To the Federation, etc. 

Your Committee on oe Report of the Legis- 
lative Committee begs leave to report as fol- 
lows: 

We recommend the printing of the report as 
offered, with the omission of all replies re- 
ceived "from the several Congressmen, and the 
omission of the whole matter in regard to the 
plug tobacco firm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS M. DENHAM, 
HUGO A. MILLER, 
WM. E. TOMSUN. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 


Adopted. S. S. GREEN. 
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Mr. Gompers moved that the rules be sus- 
pended and an extra session held, commencing 
at 7 P. M. 

Carried. 


The: Federation went into executive session. 

On resuming open business the Federation, 
on motion of Mr. Oyster, fixed 7:30 P. M. as 
the time for nomination and election of officers 
and choice of next place of meeting. 


At 6 P. M. the Federation adjourned. 


Extra Session. 


The Federation was called to order at 7 
P. M., all delegates being present except Mr. 
Bauer, excused. 


On a motion by Mr. Tomson, the Secre- 
tary was directed to send to the United States 
Senate and House of Representatives copies 
of the resolution in opposition to aliens ac- 
quiring land in this country. 


Submitted by Mr. Tomson: 


RESOLVED, That we extend our thanks 
to the W. ashington press for the impartial man- 
ner in which it reported the proceedings of our 
sessions, especially to the Post for having a 
representative constantly in attendance. 


Adopted. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President Connolly announced that the time 
had arrived for the nomination and election 
of officers to serve as a Legislative Committee 
for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Emrich and 
pointed as Tellers. 


McAuliffe were ap- 
SECRETARY. 

Mr. Edmonston submitted the name of W.H. 
Foster, of Philadelphia. 

The nomination was seconded by Mr. 
and supported by Mr. Smith. 

Nominations closed, and, there being no op- 
position, a motion was passed directing Sec- 
retary Edmonston to cast the ballot of the Fed- 
eration for the candidate. 

President Connolly, on the announcement 
of the ballot by the tellers, declared W. H. 
Foster unanimously elected. 


Green 


PRESIDENT 


Mr. Smith placed in nomination Samuel 
Gompers, of New York. 
Mr. Graydon nominated Samuel S. Green, 


of Louisville, Ky. 


Nominations were closed, and the Federa- 


tion proceeded to ballot with the following 
result: 
Number of votes cast.........eeeeeeeee 16 
Mr. Gompers received..........+.++ 12 


Mr. Green received........cssee0. 4 
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Mr. Gompers, having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, was declared elected, and on 
motion of Mr. Green the election was made 
unanimous. 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. King nominated W. E. Tomson, of 
Chicago. 

Mr. Miller submitted the name of Samuel S. 
Green, of Louisville, Ky. 

Nominations were closed and a ballot taken, 
resulting as follows: 


PRUE OE PRONE CNEEe oo kv tucesecececies 15 
Ber: GROOW TOCCIVER. 0. ccc cccencnce 9 
Mr. Tomson received.............. 6 


Mr. Green, having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, was declared elected, and 
on motion of Mr. Tomson the election was 
made unanimous. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Gompers nominated W. E. Tomson, of 
Chicago. . 
Nominations closed and Secretary directed 
to cast the ballot. 
Mr. Tomson was declared elected unani- 
mously. 
THIRD VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Smith nominated P. F. McAuliffe, of 
Washington, D. C. 
Nominations closed, and the ballot was cast 
by the Secretary. 
Mr. McAuliffe was declared unanimously 
elected. 
FOURTH VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Emrich nominated Hugo A. Miller, of 
the Town of Union, N. J. 

Nominations closed, and the Secretary cast 
the ballot. 

Mr. Miller was declared unanimously elected. 


FIFTH VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mr. Tomson nominated George G. King, of 
Baltimore, Md. 
Nominations closed, and the ballot was cast 
by the Secretary. 
Mr. King was declared unanimously elected. 


SIXTH VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Mr. Gompers presented the name of Henry 
Emrich, of New York. 

Nominations closed, and the Secretary cast 
the ballot. 

Mr. Emrich was declared elected unani- 
mously. 

TREASURER. 

M. D. Connolly, of Cincinnati, was placed 

in nomination by Mr. Oyster. 


Gabriel Edmonston, of Washington, D. C., 
was nominated by Mr. Tomson. The nomi- 
nation was seconded by Mr. Kirchner. 

Mr. Green supported the nomination of Mr. 
Connolly, 

Nominations closed, and the Federation pro- 
ceeded to ballot. 

President Connolly called Vice-President 
Kirchner to the chair. 


Wee. OF WOME: CUB ecccsccciniaxes 14 
Mr. Edmonston received........... 8 
Mr. Connolly PRONOUN Saad cnceccas 6 


Mr. Edmonston, having received a majority 
of all the votes cast, was declared elected. 

Mr. Connolly moved to make the choice of 
Mr. Edmonston unanimous, but one delegate 
dissented and the motion was not put. 


NEXT PLACE OF MEETING. 

Mr. Rye nominated Baltimore, Md. 

Mr. Kirchner nominated St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. Green nominated Louisville, Ky. 

Mr. Tomson nominated Chicago, III. 

Mr. Oyster nominated Cincinnati, O. 

Nominations closed, and the Federation pro- 
ceeded to ballot, with the following result: 
First ballot: 


Wusaher Of WOtR C8BR 6 oi ccc csccssiscsces 16 

Necessary tO & CROC... cccccccccvces 9 
Baltimore received .......cccecees 5 
SE BO GOIN Soccccccccecsue 4 
Cimeimmati received ..cccccccccccce 3 
Louwteville received ....ccccccccces 3 
Coy  OONEEEE: «6 os wk eaneehadeas I 

Second ballot: 

Number of votes cast..........ee02e05 15 

Necequsary to & CHOICE... .cccccccccccces 8 
OS A Se a ee 7 
Baltimore received ...........+++. 3 
Cincinnati received ..........eeee. 3 
ed a | ERE 2 

Third ballot: 

Number of votes cast..........seeee0: 16 

NGDUGREED 10:O GRONRE Sis dsc ccccecsucses 9 
Se ee | ee ee? 9 
Cincinnati received .....cccscccccs 4 
Baltimore received .......ccccccees 3 


St. Louis, having received a majority of all 
the votes cast, was declared elected as the 
next place of meeting. 


THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 
Mr. Green offered the following: 


WHEREAS, A system of employment for 
journeymen printers exists in the Government 
Printing Office which is destructive of inde- 
pendence; and whereas the only system of 
employment which should exist is that based 
on mechanical ability; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Congress earnestly 
protests against the system of employment based 
upon political opinion, and that the attention 
of the President be called to the matter, so 
that the Superiabenauns of Public Printing be 
governed by the principles of the competency 
of the mechanic as the condition of employment. 


Adopted. 











20 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


President Connolly asked to be excused from 
further attendance at the session, as he desired 
, to start for Cincinnati by a train which would 
leave in half an hour. 

Permission to withdraw was granted. 


A vote of thanks to the retiring President, 
offered by Mr. Gompers, was unanimously 
adopted, to which a suitable reply was made 
by Mr. Connolly. 


Mr. Sharp offered the following: 


RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Feder- 
ation are due and are hereby tendered to the 
retiring Legislative Committee for their serv- 
ices the past year. 

Adopted. 


The Auditors submitted the following re- 
port: 


To the Federation of ret Trades and La- 
bor Unions of the U. S. and Canada: 
Co-Workers: Your pers Committe beg 

leave to report that they have examined the 

books and papers of the Secretary and Treas- 
urer, and find them correct. We recommend 
that the Secretary of the Legislative Committee 
be directed to correspond with the Trades As- 
sembly of New Orleans, calling the attention 
of that body to the circumstances under which 
an expenditure of ninety-three dollars was 
made by reason of their order for 1,000 copies 
of the proceedings which were specially printed 
for them, and the express charges for the same 
to and from their city. Respectfully, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

CHAS. H. SHARP, 

Auditors. 
Adopted. 


A motion was offered relegating to the Legis- 
lative Committee the appointment of a Com- 
mittee of Five on Official Journal. 

Vice-President Kirchner called Mr. Gom- 
pers to the chair. 


Report of Finance Committee: 


Your Committee on Finance report the fol- 
lowing as the expenses of the Federation for 
this session, and would most respectfully re- 
quest the necessary appropriation of money to 
pay the same: 

For expressage on tables loaned by Mrs. 


RD nb Nb Kct.cseseamebnds deenses $ 1 40 
For rent of Grand Army Hall......... 12 00 
To John Lyons for services as door- 

MG Wace pimbeene aves baci eden ne 13 00 
To G. Edmonston for loss of time as 

el AOC, Eee es err 72 16 
To J. W. Smith for railroad fare...... 50 00 
To J. W. Smith for per diem and inci- 

ENE cces hares h eons sdbaebin cen ew 50 00 

po Pee eRe Ee eT $198 56 


Signed by committee. 
JOHN S. KIRCHNER, 
H. EMRICH, 
W. H. FOSTER. 
Adopted. 
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Mr. Kirchner stated that in the Auditor’s 
report some of the items of expenditure on ac- 
count of the present session were omitted, and 
moved that they be directed to make a supple- 
mental report including the same. 

Carried. 


A brief recess was declared, in order to give 
the Auditors time to report. 

The Federation was called to order by Chair- 
man Gompers. 

The Auditors reported having, as directed, 
included all the accounts up to the close of 
the present session in their report. 

Report adopted as amended. 

Mr. Miller moved that the fifth annual Con- 
gress of the Federation adjourn sine die. 

Lost. 

Mr. Oyster submitted the following: 

RESOLVED, That the Federation of Or- 
ganized Trades and Labor Unions of the 
United States and Canada, earnestly request 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, in making up the Committee 
on Labor, to place thereon such gentlemen as 
organized labor has confidence in, and _ re- 
spectfully recommend the following as emi- 
nently satisfactory. 


COMMITTEE ON LABOR. 
(House of Representatives.) 


M. A. Foran, of Ohio, Chairman. 
General J. B. Weaver, of Iowa. 
W. H. Crain, of Texas. 

H. B. Lovering, of Massachusetts. 
. J. O'Neill, of Missouri. 

M. A. Haynes, of New Hampshire. 
T. Tarsney, of Michigan. 

R. Plumb, of Illinois. 

F. Lawler, of Illinois. 

W. H. Cole, of Maryland. 

J. M. Farquhar, of New York. 
W. H. Wade, of Missouri. 

R. T. Bennett, of North Carolina. 
F. Bound, of Pennsylvania. 


—_ 


Mr. Kirchner moved that the Washington 
Federation of Labor be authorized to act in 
the name of this Federation in asking Speaker 
Carlisle to make the appointments urged in the 
resolution. 

Yeas.—Kirchner, Foster, Edmonston, Tom- 
son, Mahoney, McAuliffe, Sharp, Oyster—8. 

Nays.—Emrich, 

Motion declared adopted. 

On motion of Messrs. Kirchner and Em- 
rich the fifth annual Congress of the Federa- 
tion of Organized Trades and Labor Unions 
of the United States and Canada adjourned 
sine die. 
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FEDERATION OF TRADES AND LABOR UNIONS 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


INCOME. 


i e close of Session 


CS ere 
By wale a Reports, including 
expressage and postage: 
Washington Federation of 
Labor, 50 copies......... 
Lake Seamen’s Union, 100.. 
Union No. 1, B. of C. and 
J., Washington, 


J. McGuire, General Sec- 
‘retary Lb. of C. and J., 100 
Foster, Philadel- 


President Cigar- 


phia, 20 
A. Strasser, 


makers’ International Un- 
GON, 600 ....-eeereeeeees 
Joseph Wilkerson, Journey- 


Po el a eee re 
H. Emrich, Furniture Work- 
ers’International Union, .50 
Typographical Union No. 
tor, Washington, 500.. 


Chicago Trades ‘Assembly, 
WO cdcccses wecdeentccen 
New York Amalgamated 
Trades and Labor Un- 


ion, 50 (freight paid twice) 
Cigar- Makers’ Union No. 47, 
CO: Bly Bex cusccess 
Cigar-Makers’ Union No. 


141, New York, 10....... 
Mureuch, Aurora, IIl., 25 
a ~ 76, B. of C. and 


Union Ne. 66, B. of C. and 
Typogr OE Union No. 16, 
Chicago, 100 








Union No. 8, B. of C. and 
J., Philadelphia, 100..... 

Wm. Graydon, Scranton, 
i: S saieneceseesus 

W, G. Biggs, Boston, 1oo.. 

Mule Spinners’ National Un- 
ion, Leeedveumeme 

I ecretary Gran- 
ite Cutters’ National Un- 
MEE Gaavotenecas cans 


BVO BGG, Givcrecaccexce 
Overpaid by Robert Howard 
Dues to Federation: 


International Typographical 
SN. Ox cancns .6s<.vacecs 

German - American Typo- 
NR oe ovectes. covaocce 

Mule Spinners’ National 
OR ere ee 

Cigar- Makers’ International 
TEE ilivedxx's 


Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America. 
Philadelphia Central Labor 
NEC eccda <reachauns 


Journeymen Tailors’ National 
Ra ae 
Chicago Trades Assembly... 


tb 


to 


00 
00 


aa | no Cutters’ National 
WOM 268 acuceuescoenes 20 

Wa aineben Federation of 
EAE céstidtceive. saccade 20 

Furniture Workers’ Interna- 
Ce eT 


Cincinnati Trades Assembly. 20 


21 


oo 
oo 


07 


1884. EXPENDITURES. 
Oct. 4. Postage stamps, postal cards, 
paper for letter heads....$ 10 
Oct. 4. Expressage on copying press 3 
Oct. 15. Postage stamps ............ 5 
Oct. 15. Blank book, copying ink, 
ROGGE ccccce (svusancas 
Dec. 1. Gray & Clarkson, on account 
of printing Report....... 100 
Dec. 1. Telegrams, $2.08, car-fare, 
60 cents, in relation to Bill 
to Prohibit Importation of 
— Labor Under Con- 
Dec. 13. Robert Howard, telegraphing 
. to Senators Dawes and 
Hoar in same corfnection. I 
Dec. 23. Gray & Clarkson, balance of 
bill for printing pian 58 
Dec. 23. Telegrams ...... as 
1885. 
Jan. 7. Gray & Clarkson, printing 
RE BORED a neseccsseess 3 
Feb. 10. Expressage on package to 
New York and return.... 
Feb. 10. Expressage on package to 
New Orleans and return. 18 
Feb. 10. Expressage on package to 
eee 
Feb. 27. Gray & Clarkson, printing 
and postal cards ........ 3 
Feb. 27. Circulars (type-writer) and 
postage stamps .......... 
May 26. Gray & Clarkson, printing 
DED ececaces caieweas 5 
Sees 3, Oe. SUE... ooo es ccnccs 
June 1. Gray & Clarkson, printing. 6 
June 1 Mailing circulars, Article 9. 3 
Sept. 10. Gray & Clarkson, notices of 
Fifth Annual Session 4 
Sept. 11. Stamped envelopes ........ I 
Sept. 26. Wrappers, stamps, etc...... 3 
Oct. 6. W. Smith, telegraphing to 
Senator Cullom ......... I 
Oct. 20. G. Edmonston, office expenses 17 
Dec. 8. G. Edmonston, expressage on 
money package .......... 
Dec. 8. Stationery for Convention.. I 
Dec. 8. lauling tables for use of 
delegates ........ neehens I 
ea: § rr eee 12 
Dec. 11. J. Lyon, services as door 
“ae dexaccccad, stheocke 13 
Dec. 11. G. Edmonston, services as 
Secretary during the year. 72 
Dec. 11. J. w Smith, gar fare...... 50 
Dee. 32. J. Smith, per diem and 
PB éucacded sanedns 50 
Total expenditure ............... $450 
Balance in hand at close of Session 
C8, BEBE cdcctcesiccccecddsccees 321 
$772 
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68 


60 


40 
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40 
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